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Project Context

Dakota County, Maxar
Esri Community Maps Contributors, Metropolitan Council, MetroGIS, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph,

GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, US Census Bureau, USDA, USFWS

Parque Parque 
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Project Area

Harriet Island Harriet Island 
Regional ParkRegional Park
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Project Overview

IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE:
• Removal and replacement of play 

equipment and play area surfacing
• Upgrades to paths and accessibility
• New site furnishings
• Landscaping
• Public Art

PROJECT FUNDING:
• ~$710,000 
• CDBG (federal) and Parkland 

Dedication

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Spring-Summer 2024
Project start, site survey and 
archaeology survey

Fall 2024
Community engagement, 
schematic design

Fall/Winter 2024
Community engagement and 
design development

Winter 2025
Construction documents

Fall 2025
Target opening date

Spring 2025
Bidding

Summer 2025
Construction



Site Inventory and Analysis

Park Sign

Road dead ends
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Picnic table and concrete 
pad in poor condition

Mature trees provide shade 
for seating and play area

Public road to private driveway

View of River, downtown

Play curb in good condition

Broken fence panel here

Bluff - significant topography

Drainage issues

Picnic table - 
chained to tree

Temporary Restroom

All tables and benches 
are in poor condition

NN

Play equipment is 
dated; some pieces 

have been vandalized
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Paved Pedestrian 
Connections

Fence

Retaining Wall

Play Zone

Bench

Picnic Table

Trash Receptacle

Existing Tree

Vehicular Roadway

Drinking fountain
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Site Inventory and Analysis

Wear and tear on equipment Views of downtown Some pavement in poor condition; impacts from tree roots 

Benches in poor condition Tables in poor conditionMature trees provide shading for play equipment



Community Engagement To-Date

WSCO ANNUAL MEETING (11/3):
• Connected with community members 

to introduce the project, collect 
feedback about improvements at the 
park including feedback about play 
equipment.

POP-UP EVENT AT PROSPECT PARK 
(11/6)
• Met park users at Prospect Park to 

collect feedback and talk to community 
members about how they use the space 
and what improvements they would like 
to see.

• Collected feedback about play 
equipment.



Community Engagement To-Date

BOARDS FROM 
ENGAGEMENT EVENTS



Community Engagement To-Date

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT (ONGOING):
• Project website with information, project updates, 

upcoming events, and key dates
• Online survey #1 available now (survey will close 11/27)

• Concept survey coming soon!

ONLINE SURVEY #1 
(48 responses between 10/17 and 11/18)

98%
Live within 1 
mile of park

67%
Use the park 

weekly

Top 5 favorite 
things about 
Prospect Park:

Walking loop

Close to home

Swings

Lawn and greenspace

Slides
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Community Engagement To-Date

PLAY AREA FEEDBACK (SUMMARIZED):

Preference for nature-
inspired equipment, 
interest in themed/
sculptural features

More age diverse equipment - 
more equipment for toddlers, 

desire for 13+ equipment including 
fitness activities for adults

Protect lawn and 
mature trees

General safety 
upgrades - lighting, 

overgrown 
vegetation, etc.

Highlight views 
toward downtown and 

Mississippi River.

Desire for imaginative 
play features; natural 

objects like large rocks 
for climbing



Questions or comments?
Katie Hamerlinck, Project Manager
katie.hamerlinck@ci.stpaul.mn.us

651-266-6414

Next Steps:
• DESIGN DEVELOPMENT | Staff to develop 

concepts based on feedback and present to 
community for comments and additional feedback.

• Construction documents and Site Plan Review 
through Winter 2024/2025.

• Construction start next summer (2025).

www.stpaul.gov/play-area-projects


