
DESIGN STANDARDS 101
BACKGROUND FOR HILLCREST DISCUSSIONS



WHY DESIGN 
STANDARDS?

• ENSURE LONG-LASTING

CONSTRUCTION

• COMPATIBILITY WITH NEARBY

USES AND THE HUMAN SCALE

• AESTHETICS



WHERE ARE DESIGN STANDARDS FOUND?

• ZONING CODE

• SMALL AREA PLANS

• MASTER PLANS

ZONING 
CODE

Lots of words 
found in here.



HOW ARE DESIGN 
STANDARDS 
IMPLEMENTED?

• PRE-DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSIONS

• SITE PLAN REVIEW

• RESTRICTIONS/COVENANTS

IMPOSED BY DEVELOPER (CITY

DOES NOT CONTROL)
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WHAT KEY DESIGN STANDARDS COULD APPLY 
AT HILLCREST?

ZONING CODE

• STANDARDS FOR ALL PROJECTS (CH 63)

• LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AREAS

• IT DESIGN STANDARDS

• RESIDENTIAL/MIXED USE AREAS

• T- DESIGN STANDARDS



WHAT KEY DESIGN STANDARDS COULD APPLY 
AT HILLCREST?

ZONING CODE

• STANDARDS FOR ALL PROJECTS (CH 63)

• LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AREAS

• IT DESIGN STANDARDS

• RESIDENTIAL/MIXED USE AREAS

• T- DESIGN STANDARDS

• BUILDING DESIGN STANDARDS

• HOW MUCH OF BUILDING HAS WINDOWS/DOORS

• MATERIAL CONSISTENCY

• LOCATION OF ENTRY

• DON'T REGULATE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

• LANDSCAPING

• MINIMUM SIZE OF PLANTED AREAS, PLANTS, SPECIES

• PARKING DESIGN

• LOCATION, BUFFERS, “GREEN” ISLANDS

https://library.municode.com/mn/st._paul/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILECO_TITVIIIZOCO_CH63ZOCOEGGEAP_ARTII63.200.PARE_S63.207PAREUS


WHAT KEY DESIGN STANDARDS COULD APPLY 
AT HILLCREST?

ZONING CODE

• STANDARDS FOR ALL PROJECTS (CH 63)

• LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AREAS

• IT DESIGN STANDARDS

• RESIDENTIAL/MIXED USE AREAS

• T- DESIGN STANDARDS

GENERAL

• MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDING

• SETBACKS, HAS TO MATCH THAT OF NEARBY LAND

USE IF IT ISN’T INDUSTRIAL

• OUTDOOR STORAGE LOCATION

DESIGN STANDARDS

• “HOLD THE CORNER” WITH

LANDSCAPING/ART/SIGNAGE OR BUILDING

• FAÇADE ARTICULATION

• MATERIALS

• DOOR AND WINDOW OPENINGS

• LANDSCAPING AND SIDEWALKS

https://library.municode.com/mn/st._paul/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILECO_TITVIIIZOCO_CH66ZOCOONDIUSDEDIST_ARTV66.500.INDI_DIV466.540.RECO_S66.542RECOTRINDI
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WHAT KEY DESIGN STANDARDS COULD APPLY 
AT HILLCREST?

ZONING CODE

• STANDARDS FOR ALL PROJECTS (CH 63)

• LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AREAS

• IT DESIGN STANDARDS

• RESIDENTIAL/MIXED USE AREAS

• T- DESIGN STANDARDS

GENERAL

• SIZE AND SETBACK STANDARDS

DESIGN STANDARDS

• SIMILAR TO IT, BUT MORE OF THEM AND MORE

DETAILED

• BUILDINGS MUST HOLD CORNER

• MORE WINDOWS IN SOME LOCATIONS

• ELEMENTS THAT RELATE TO THE “HUMAN SCALE”

• INTERCONNECTED STREET AND ALLEY NETWORK

• PARKING LOCATION

https://library.municode.com/mn/st._paul/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILECO_TITVIIIZOCO_CH66ZOCOONDIUSDEDIST_ARTIII66.300.TRNEDI_DIV366.330.TRNEDIDEDIST_S66.331DEDISTTA


BUILDINGS "HOLD THE CORNER"
LOTS OF WINDOWS

AT STREET LEVEL

PARKING IN BACK

PARKING UNDERGROUND



HOW COULD THE MASTER PLAN MODIFY THE 
DESIGN STANDARDS?

• PROVIDE RELIEF FROM KNOWN ISSUES

• E.G. NEED LARGER FRONT YARD SETBACKS FOR LIGHT INDUSTRIAL FACING NEW LOWER-DENSITY RESIDENTIAL

• ADD STANDARDS TO REFLECT PARTICULAR COMMUNITY CONCERNS

• ADD CLARITY AROUND GENERAL TERMS

• E.G. MEDIUM- OR HIGHER-DENSITY RESIDENTIAL AREAS SHALL “GENERALLY” HAVE ON-STREET PARKING – WE

COULD SPECIFY MORE EXACTLY WHERE IT IS OR IS NOT INTENDED






